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4§0 Commercial Report. [May. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 
From April 20, till May 20. 

Soon after the last report went to the press, a very considerable change in the wea- 
ther took place. For nearly four weeks, there were few days in which a good deal of 
rain did not fall, and it now appears, that in many parts of the country, theoccupiers of 
land were prevented from sowing either oats or flaxseed, until about the 15th inst. when 
the weather became dry; and even what was sown before the alteration, was so drench- 
ed with wet, and dried so suddenly, that in most of the strong clay soils, a crust was 
formed on the surface of the land, extremely prejudicial to the crops ; — where this has 
been the case, the only remedy is to harrow and roll the ground. 

Some will no doubt be prevented from trying this experiment, by a fear of tearing 
up the corn, but if they are induced to make the trial, they will find it succeed beyond 
their expectations, A single stroke of a harrow will break the crust, and set the plant* 
at liberty without hurting them, and the roller will fasten any root that may have beea 
a little loosened, and break the crusted earth into dust. 

It is more difficult to point out what ought to be done for the relief rjf the flax, in such 
a situation. It is a tender p'ant, and will not come up through a crusted surface; and 
althongh the roller may probably break some of the tender buds, yet as there appears 
no other mode of relief, the trial ought to be made. 

Provisions continue at a moderate price, and potatoes in particular have latterly 
been sold at a rate which will scarcely pay the farmer the original expense. 

Wheat has advanced in price, but barley and oats keep stationary. 

The grass lands in general look well, and the appearance of the meadows jive at 
reason to expect a plentiful supply of hay. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

That bank-paper, whether of the national banks, or of private banks, is depre- 
ciated, is a fact forced on public notice, and virtually admitted by botk 
sides in the late debates in the house of Commons, on the report of the 
Bullion committee. The admission of the fact is general, although attempt* 
are made to disguise the consequences, and even ministers admit there can be 
no remedy for what they allow to be an evil, while the present system of immense fo- 
reign military expenditure is continued. They think they touch a sympathetic chord 
in the pubUc mind, when they declaim on the impossibility of carrying on the war, with- 
out a large supply of paper-money. If the people were wise, such a mode of reasoning 
would be the best refutation of their own system, but to a war loving nation, it flatters 
their prejudices, and causes them to submit to any inconveniences, rather than give up 
what they have been taught, without proof, to consider as necessary to their safety, if 
not to their existence as a nation. Thus the mania of war receives additional strength, 
and is more deeply fixed by the craft used to persuade the nation to their undoing. 
Stocks may fall, additional loans made, immense taxes laid on, and to these the evil* 
of a depreciated currency is added, but all must be borne, because the people are 
taught to consider their safety lies in carrying on a war, which has already produced 
all these evils, and if persevered in, is likely to entail many more. In the sober eye 
of reason, safety appears to lie in the opposite course, and peace is contemplated as bet- 
ter calculated to produce safety, and add to our strength, both political and com- 
mercial. 

We have now a new era in the war, and in commerce. To look steadily forward 
to the consequences, and to calculate the final result, requires a strong head and a cool 
judgment. It was foreseen by a few of clearer discernment in 1797, at the time of the 
passing of the act to suspend payments in cash at the national banks, that the conse- 
quences which have followed, must take place, but the multitude passed over the signs 
ef the tiroes unregarded. When the national banks were exonerated from paying i* 
specie, the inducement to send out large issues, both for political and commercial 
purposes, was clearly foreseen. When they were not under an engagement to pay in 
specie, they were freed from the necessary checks on their issues. Private bankers 
being bound to pay only in paper of the banks of England or Ireland, were only 
liable to such checks, as arose from the facility or difficulty with, which sucj» 
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paper could be procured, and by the restriction act, all checks to pay in specie 
have thus been .removed from public and private banks. 

Gold Bullion is 30 per cent, above the coinage price. That such a state arises from 
local circumstances affecting this empire, is evinced by an assertion made in the house 
of Commons, that the value of Bullion on the continent has fallen in the proportion of 
11 to 7. It is also asserted, that the price of silver, although risen in England, has 
fallen in France, according to the following facts : The old French crown, now no 
longer a legal tender, has fallen from 5s. to 4s. 10d., while in England, the stampt dol« 
lar, intrinsically worth 4s. 6d., has lately been raised from 5s. to 5s. 6d., and even pas- 
»es higher frequently in private circulation. It has long passed in Ireland as a bank to- 
ken, at 6s. Irish. 

In England, it has been ruled in the court of Common Pleas, that bank notes are not 
a legal tender to set up against judgment of execution, although both there and in Ire- 
land, a tender in national paper is good against issuing a writ in what is technically 
called the mesne process. The' legislature has adopted this middle course, well know- 
ing that if bank-notes are made a legal tender, they would speedily share the fate of the 
continental money in America, and the assignats in France. Bank-notes may answer to 
pass from hand to hand^n all recent transactions, when the depreciation cannot be felt 
in the short period betweasfteking them, and passing them in other payments. But in 
all old contracts, the effect of making them a legal tender, would be to benefit the 
debtors, and defraud the creditors, as payment would be then made in a depreciated 
currency. Rent is a debt due generally on an old contract, and landlords are creditor* 
under such circumstances. The case requires much consideration, that justice may be 
done to both parties. It is a hardship on landlords, to take their rents in bank-notes, 
or at any fixed rate of discount, as the depreciation may increase. Tenants will soon 
find it impossible to procure guineas, and their case is thus made extremely difficult. 
It is to be hoped that some compromise, on sound principles, will be adopted by land- 
lords and tenants. The discussion which has so far appeared in the public prints in this 
country, on this subject, has been all on one side, and consisted merely of declamation 
on the part of tenants, against landlords. The subject requires dispassionate considera- 
tion, and a careful looking to both sides of the question, on broad comprehensive prin- 
ciples of equal justice to the claims of debtors and creditors. 

To show how superficially the subject is frequently treated, it may be noticed, that 
in the commercial report of a respectable London publication, a paragraph has slipped 
in, probably carelessly selected from the public papers, that " their fabricated paper 
money is at a heavy discount in. France." Such is "the stuff of which dreams are 
made," and such is the systematic deception practised on the credulity of the public, 
•willing to be deceived in all points which natter their prejudices. In Fiance, the most 
authentic accounts state they have not any paper-money in circulation. They smait 
nnder the remembrance of their former sufferings during the system of assignats. 

Discount on banknotes rates at from 12 to ly^ per cent. 

The peace and good order of tliis country are in danger of being disturbed 
by an association among the cotton weavers. They have an organization of 
committees, treasurers and secretaries to control the trade, as a branch 
of the regular association in England, and Scotland, which is formed into affiliat- 
ed societies, in those places in which the cotton trade is established. Com- 
binations are of very hurtful consequences, they unhinge the fabric of civil government, 
and by the habits of insubordination and excesses practiced on those occasions are ex- 
tremely injurious to morality. Even when they are successful, the losses by waste of 
time and the expense of intemperance to which they "often lead, generally more than 
compensate the gains obtained by an advance in prices. In this country their present 
objects appear to be to restrain weavers from taking more than a certain number of 
apprentices, and to prevent workmen from taking webs to weave at less than the 
prices they have thought proper to fix. In many parts of the country, great numbers 
have been thrown out of employment by their being forced to return the pieces in the 
loom unwrought. _ In the present state of the cotton trade, high prices cannot be af- 
forded for weaving. It would be surely better to leave trade to find its own level, and 
if high prices cannot be procured, let weavers individually make the best bargain they 
ean with their employers. If trade mends, prices of themselves by a fair competition 
would also mend, and such a mode would be far preferable to the present illegal and 
injudicious practice of throwing the weavers idle, and by combinations attemptic j to 
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control prices, which cannot or ought not be brought under such regulations. Trade 
should be left free to find its own level. 
Exchange, Belfast en London has been generally through this moath at 9f per cent. 

NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

Froto Afrit 20, t» May 20. 

April 21... Cowslip (Primula veris,) Mile Orchis ^Ofcnis mascula,} Ground Ivy (Gld- 
cbomaHederacea,) and Nodding Squill (Scilla amdena,) flowering. 
24.. .Common Swallow (HirundoRustica) arrived. 

25 Gentianella (Gentiana acautis) Neapolitan star of Bethlehem (Ornith'ogalum nu- 
tans,) Barren wort (Epimedium Alpinum,) and Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine pratensis.) 

27. ..Cuckoo (Cuculus Canorus) come and cailing-.Fieldfares (Turctus pilaris) not yet 
gone, Germander (Veronica Chainoedrys) flowering. 

29 — Virginian Lungwort (Pulmonaria Virginca,) Asiatic Globe Ranunculus (Troillius 
Asiaticus.) 

30... Harebell (Scilla nutans,) Bush vetch (Vicia sepium,) Woodroof (Asperula odo- 
rata) flowering. Goldilocks, (Ranunculus auricomus) and Common Strawberry (Fraga. 
ria vesca,) in full flower. 

May 2.. .Several Swallows flying about. 

3... Mountain Speedwell (Veronica montana) flowering. That curious insect the 
Podura aquatica now begins to cover the surface of the puddles about dunghills, £cc. 
as if gunpowder was strewn over them. 

4.. .Common Broom (Spartium JScoparium,) flowering. 

8. ..Narrow leaved Ledum (Ledum angustifolium) flowering. 

10.. .'Italian Squill (Scilla Campanulata,) and Apple trees flowering. 

ll...Broadleaved Ledum (Ledum latifolium,) Marsh 'vV'hortleberry (Vaecinium Uli- 
ginosum,) Yellow Azalea (Azalea Pontica,) and Tulip (Tulijia Gesnen,) flowering. 

13. ..Reed Bird (Sylvia Salicaria) and Black Martin or Swift (Hirundo Apus) arrived. 

14...Wood-Cranesbill (Geranium Sylvaticum,) Yellow Poppy (Pipaver Cambricum) 
flowering. 

15 ..With spotted brown Butterfly (Papalio Mgeriz,) flying about... Sitfast (Ranunculus 
repens,) and London Pride (Saxifraga umbrosa) flowering. 

16... Lilacs (Syringa vulgaris) flowering. 

17. ..Marsh Eyebright (Pedicularis Sylvatica).. .Crimson Flowered Pceony (Poeonia 
peregrina) flowering, and the White Throat (Sylvia cirierea) arrived. 

18... Day Lychnis (Lychnis JDiurna) snd night blowing Lychnis (Lychnis vespertina)..„ 
Horse Chesnut (CEsculus Hippocastanum) and First Flowers of the White Water Lily 
(Nymphcea alba) flowering. 

19... Hawthorns (Crataegus Oxycantha)...Wood Loosestrife (Lysimachia nemorutf) 
and Thrift or Sea Pink (Statice Armena) flowering. 

20.. .Rape Butterfly (Papilio Rapoe) flying about. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

Irom the 20lA April, U the 90th May. 

April 21, Squally with showers. 

22, , Fine day, showery night, 

2% Fine day, thunder and rain at night, 

24, Fine, rain at night. 

25, Wet morning. Fine day. 

26, Dark dry day. 

27, Fineday. 

28, .Verv wet. 

29, Dark dry day. 

30, Rain in the evening. 

May 1, .....Wet day. 

2, .A small shower in the evening. 

3, Wet dav, 

4, Slight showers. 

5, Wet day. 

*>> Very great rain. Stormy, producing great flwds. 



